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Program 
WELCOME 

David M. Van Slyke, Dean, Maxwell School 

STUDENT SPEAKER  

Muhammad Mustafa Mian 
Executive Master of Public Administration 

PRESENTATION OF THE 2025 DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN AWARD 

Carol Faulkner 
Senior Associate Dean, Maxwell School 

2025 DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN ADDRESS 

Ryan Monarch  
Assistant Professor of Economics 

RECOGNITION OF FACULT Y AWARDS AND FACULT Y FAREWELL 

Gladys McCormick 
Associate Dean, Maxwell School 

PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL AWARDS 

Shana Gadarian 
Associate Dean, Maxwell School 

RECOGNITION OF DOCTORAL AND MASTER’ S CANDIDATES 

Anthropology 
Economics 
Geography and the Environment 
History 
Political Science 
Public Administration and International Affairs 
Social Science 
Sociology 

CLOSING 

David M. Van Slyke, Dean, Maxwell School 



CLASS OF 2025 

 

 

Doctoral Candidates 
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY 

Christopher DeCorse, Chair 
 

Tony Chamoun 
Advisor: Shannon A. Novak 
Estranged Bodies, Race, and Sectarianism: An Historical Bioarcheology of Ottoman and 
French Beirut 
 
Taylor Harman 
Advisor: Shannon A. Novak 
Evolution on High: A Comparison of the Physiology and Narrative Representation of 
Two Native High Altitude Populations 
Doctoral Prize Winner 
 
Mariel M. Rivera-Piluso 
Advisor: Robert A. Rubinstein  
Reproductive Justice in Motion: Community Doula Work in Central New York    

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS 

Devashish Mitra, Chair  
 
Kyuhan Choi 
Advisor: Alfonso Flores-Lagunes 
Three Essays on Teacher Retention and Minority Health in the U.S. 
 
Jingxuan Du 
Advisor: Alfonso Flores-Lagunes 
Essays on Internal Migration, Education, and Trade Liberalization 
Doctoral Prize Winner 
 
Brian Green 
Advisor: Ryan Monarch and Jeffrey Kubik 
Essays on Multinational Behavior 
 
Jooyoung Kim 
Advisor: Devashish Mitra 
Location Choice of Same-sex Couples 
 
Andrew Smith 
Advisor: Hugo Jales 
Investigations of Sorting and Non-Wage Market Clearing: Three Essays in Labor 
Economics 
 
Jorge Valdebenito 
Advisor: Kristy Buzard 
The Other Side of the Coin: Effects of Anti-Dumping Duties on Targeted Firms 
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Yinhan Zhang 
Advisor: Devashish Mitra 
Essays on Foreign Direct Investment, Trade, and Export Quality 

DEPARTMENT OF G EOG RAPHY AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

Peng Gao, Chair 
 
R. Tina Catania 
Advisor: Natalie Koch 
Writing the Self with Immigrant Girls in Rhode Island 
 
Claudia Diaz-Combs 
Advisor: Thomas Perreault 
"When the Water Stops but the Bills Never Do": Contentious Water Politics and 
Collective Action in El Salvador 
 
Akemi Inamoto 
Advisor: Thomas Perreault 
Governing the Paddies: Emotions, Dispossession, and Gendered Struggles for Resource 
Access in Rice Farming in Tolima, Colombia 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

Susan Branson, Chair 
 
Erqi Cheng 
Advisor: Norman Alan Kutcher 
Curing Bodies with Bodies: Renyao (Human-derived Drugs) in Late Imperial China 
Doctoral Prize Winner 

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Seth Jolly, Chair 
 
Whitney Baillie-Berring 
Advisor: Renée de Nevers 
When Politics no Longer Stops at the Water’s Edge: Exploring the Effects of Asymmetric 
Partisan Polarization on the United States Senate’s Treaty Approval Process 
 
Farrah Lamour Demoya Brown 
Advisor: Daniel McDowell 
The Political Economy of Developing Country Categorization 
Doctoral Prize Winner 
 
Samantha Call 
Advisor: Seth Jolly 
Explaining Authoritarian Populist Behavior During Episodes of Democratic Backsliding 
 
Elizabeth Davis 
Advisor: Audie Klotz 
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Democratic Transition and Migration and Refugee Policy in Tunisia and In Comparative 
Perspective 
 
 
Katherine Burrage Russell 
Advisor: Brian Taylor 
Femme Fatale: Explaining the Tactical Deployment of Female Operatives by Terrorist 
Organizations 
 
Prakhar Sharma 
Advisor: Margaret G. Hermann 
Explaining Weak National Identification in Afghanistan 
 
Honggang Tan 
Advisor: Dimitar Gueorguiev 
Dancing in Chains: Policy Influence of Social Organizations in China 
 
Kari Waters 
Advisor: Seth Jolly 
Infringing on Democracy: The European Union and Democratic Backsliding  

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Leonard Lopoo, Associate Dean and Chair 
 
William Fannin 
Advisor: Colleen Heflin 
Three Essays on Administrative Burden and the Social Safety Net 
 
Myriam Gregoire-Zawilski 
Advisor: David Popp 
Technology Policy for Meeting Net-Zero Carbon Goals by 2050: Accelerating Innovation 
in Complementary Technologies to Decarbonize the Electrical Grid 
 
Abdela Hilo           
Advisor: John McPeak 
Three Essays on Improving Access to Healthcare in Ethiopia. 
 
Jiho Kim 
Advisor: Tina Nabatchi 
Promoting Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion through Collaborative Governance 
 
Anna Wiersma Strauss    
Advisor: Emily Wiemers 
Three Essays on the Implications of U.S. Social Welfare Spending through the Tax Code. 
Doctoral Prize Winner 

SOCIAL SCIENCE PROGRAM 

Amy Lutz, Chair 
 
El Java Abdul-Qadir 
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Advisor: Rebecca Schewe 
The Sociological Determinants of Entrepreneurial Performance: A Study of Structural 
Barriers, Creative Strategies, and Heterogeneity Amongst REMI Entrepreneurs in the 
United States 
 
Baurzhan Bokayev 
Advisor: Amy Lutz 
“Making a Bridge Between Countries”: Kazakh Students’ Socialization and Professional 
Development within American Universities 
 
Mary Elizabeth Helander 
Advisor: Peng Gao 
Disparate Patterns in U.S. Emergency Medical Services and Data Missingness as a 
Socio-Technical Determinant of Health 
 
Fitore Hyseni 
Advisor: Peter Blanck 
Three Essays on Socio-Spatial Exclusion of Disabled People 
 
Harneet Kaur 
Advisor: Sarah Hamersma 
Exploring the Interplay of Restorative Justice, Mental Health, and Support Structures in 
Shaping Student Outcomes 
Doctoral Prize Winner 
 
Krushna Ranaware 
Advisor: Rebecca Schewe 
(In)Visible Work: Gender, Labour, and Agricultural Markets in India 
 
Taveeshi Singh 
Advisor: Chandra Talpade Mohanty 
Domestic Exertions: Soldier-Servants, Military Elites, and Securitized Labor in India 
 
Wendy Wicker 
Advisor: Margaret G. Hermann 
Who are we?  What do we do?  How do we Engage with Others? U.S.-based Private 
Philanthropic Foundations and Their Stakeholder Relationships through the Lens of 
Identity 
 
Shiyang Xiao 
Advisor: Yilin Hou 
Three Essays on the Policy Process of Subnational Industrial Policymaking in China 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

Merril Silverstein, Chair 
 
Jeung Hyun Kim 
Advisor: Merril Silverstein  
Multiculturalism and the Wellbeing of Older U.S. Immigrants 
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Sujung Lee 
Advisor: Yingyi Ma 
A Mixed Methods Study of Chinese and Korean International Student Satisfaction and 
Experience in American Higher Education 
Doctoral Prize Winner 
 
 
Claire Pendergrast 
Advisor: Madonna Harrington Meyer 
Social Determinants of Aging Service Use and Home and Community-Based Service 
Availability: Do Childhood Disadvantage and Local Characteristics Matter? 
 
Yue Sun 
Advisor: Shannon M. Monnat 
Explaining Geographic Disparities in Cardiovascular Disease Mortality: The Roles of 
Physical Environment, Industry Structures, and State Policies 
 
Ibrahim Emre Yanik 
Advisor: Edwin Ackerman 
Stranded in Transit: Migrants’ Borderland Experiences En Route to Europe 
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Master’s Degree Candidates 
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY 

Christopher DeCorse, Chair 
Robert A. Rubinstein, Graduate Director 

M. A. ANTHROPOLOGY 

Aren Burnside 
Ayşe Durakoğlu  
Brianna Hinkley  
Francis Musa Momoh 
Giulia Angela Perucchio 

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS 

Devashish Mitra, Chair 
William C. Horrace, Director of Master’s Studies 
Yoonseok Lee, Graduate Director  

M. A. ECONOMICS 

Mary Dyer 
Grace Marie Fletcher 
Sara Houff  
Haifeng Li 
John Santiago Morris Rodriguez 
Jeuny Rondon 

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

Peng Gao, Chair 
Jonnell Robinson, Graduate Director 

M. A. GEOGRAPHY   

Natalie West McLaughlin 
Md Sohel Rana 
Cassidy Glen Thomas 
Zuleima Esmeralda Vazquez-Carrillo 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

Susan Branson, Chair 
George L. Kallander, Graduate Director 

M. A. HISTORY 

Cherish Destiny Blackman 
Sueun Chae 
Rowen Kingsbury  
Cameron Kline 
Jennifer Anne Paszik 
Hector Ivan Sanchez Trevino 
Emma Grace Waney 
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DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Seth Jolly, Chair 
Dimitar Gueorguiev, Graduate Director 

M. A. POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Whitney Helen Baillie-Berring 
Ana Elyse Jones 
Benjamin Katz 
Andre Luiz Ramos Pereira Anselmo 
Rebecca Vinciquerra 
Joonsik Yoon 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Leonard Lopoo, Chair 
Nell Bartkowiak, Director, EMPA Online Program  
Emily Alber Chase, Associate Director, Student Services  
Margaret Lane, Assistant Director, Executive Education 
Jay Golden, Director, M.S. Sustainable Organizations and Policy 
Saba Siddiki, Director, MPA Program  
Michael Williams, Director, M.A. (IR) and EMIR Program  

M. A. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Sunghyuk An 
Ava Soleil Andrews 
Riya Bhushan 
David Duffeck 
Lucinda Angela Lila Facchineri 
Haris Kalac 
Jacob Kokoszka 
Jongjin Lee 

 

Noella A. Nandy 
Carly Brianna Riddle 
Saak Saakian 
Nahian Reza Sabriet 
Evan Schmidt 
Lucia Elvira Torres Frasele 
Sophia Kathleen Van Wormer 
Vasyl Yurkuts 
Jakob Zemba 

  M.A. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS/ ATLANTIS PROGRAM 

Ferdinand Wilhelm Eimler  

M. A. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS/ MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION  

Salahaldin Abuhamdiya 
Savanna Capdeville 
Micah Collins 
Kyler Dattatraya Deshpande 
Forrest M. Gatrell 
Armita Hooman 
Michelle Mendez-Castro 
Angelica Molina  

 

Natalie Rose Mulimbi 
Chaithanya Subash Nair 
Troy Patrick 
Jared Perez 
Zoe Prin 
Ela Rozas 
Hitomi Uzawa 
Kazushi Uzawa 
Marriler Wilson 

M.A. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS/ JURIS DOCTOR 

Grace C. Frey 
Garrison Funk 
 

D'Andre A. Gordon 
Nikolaus Merz 
Zoe I. Tkaczyk 
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M. A. PUBLIC DIPLOMACY AND GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Youzhi Feng 
Ryan Patrick Fox 
Isabella Biorac Haaja 
Leah Harding 
Pallavi Khare 
Anne Kosanke 
Hailey Liu 

 

Felisa Priscila Ojadi-Kedigvi 
Minetsa Cotto Ortiz  
Jiwoo Park 
James Edger Roberts 
Adia Santos 
Kalaya Sibley 
Avery Welna 
Sydney Yorke 

EXECUTIVE MASTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Zeinabou Baby 
Ananya Das 
Alexander L. Evers 
Yuriko Fujimoto 
Daisuke Hayashi 
Asmaa Lutf Katah 
Zachary Logan 
Hkaw Myaw 
Ruslan Menoyakov 
Nora O'Connell 
Kevin Alessi O'Hanlon 

Fariba Pajooh 
Brent William Tourangeau 
Fleur Verbiest 
Neil G. Wolf 
Can Xiong 
G. Yaw Ying 
Yeohyun Yoon 
Li (Judy) Zhao 

EXECUTIVE MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

Myat Thiri Aung 
Brian Elliott Black 
Tara Michele Blum 
Bridget Burkley 
Nazbi Mowla Chowdhury 
Andrew J. Church 
Tim Coughlin 
Ashley Crouse 
Brandon J. DeLallo 
Wendpanga Claude Francois Dipama 
Jay Dove 
Erin M. Draper 
Amir Duric 
Alexander Evers 
Matthew James Fossum 
Sandra Nataly Ruth Gonzales Vega 
Tin Hlaing Min 
Seungjin Jeon 
Hyunho Jo 
Mikyoung Jung 
Seungtaik Kim 
Vernetta Kinchen 
Molly King 
Htet Kaung Kyaw 
Raymond Lewis-Samuel 
Dahee Lim 

Rachel Murphy-Viens 
Muhammad Mustafa Mian 
Amber Marie Cathleen Moroney 
Nneka L. Obiamalu 
Kevin O’Hanlon 
Yma Rose Oria 
Heidi K. Perry 
Nann Ei Phyu 
Joseph M. Polisena Jr.  
Antokiniaina Randriamanana 
Miles Reaves 
Brett Rubio 
Kyle Matthew Sanders 
Thomas Schuyler Schlichter 
Adriana Thalia Simich 
William M. Simurra 
Vincent J. Sinclair 
Eric Alexander Steiner 
Jackob W. Tauke 
Kristina Thelen 
Chenwiwatt Thongpasonk 
Thomas Tierney 
Haruna Tsubogo 
Eunhae Uhm 
Alma Christina Verbo Undan 
Grecia Yolanda Vasquez 
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Lauren Lusher 
Pie Manirarora 
Brandon P. Martin 
Michael James McGrath 

Dominic Basil Warren 
Matthew Wasserman 
Weili Soe Winn 

EXECUTIVE MASTER OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS/ EXECUTIVE MASTER OF 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

Maria Margarita Musante 
 

Clifton Washington 
 

EXECUTIVE MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION/ MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION (DEFENSE COMPTROLLERSHIP PROGRAM) 

Christopher M. Bitwinski 
Jason Neil Bruce 
Chyiane Bynum 
Caleb Andrew Callahan 
Khalil Q. Chambers 
Angelica Annette Duron 
Eric James Holmes 
David Michael Kopp 
Gerald Scott Ingram 
Sinclair Quan Ming Lee 
Joseph Mann 
Rolando Bayaua Mari 

Michael B. Matlaga 
Conner McGuire 
Zakwan Muhammad Nasser  
Steven J. Plummer 
Manoj T. Rema 
Richard Reyes 
Jessica Renae Rhodes 
Christopher Sherrill 
Kevin Strother 
Cecilia Vicil Deynes 
Ian Wilhelm 
Qing Zhao 

MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATIO N 

Emma Camille Barbin 
Rishabh Basu 
Christopher Bezdedeanu 
Jordan Elijah Braunstein 
A. Byers 
Ariel Mae Camp 
Sophia Elizabeth Clinton 
Marylou Cox 
Benjamin Curtis 
Christina Lee D'Eredita 
Leia Sophia Dombroske 
Emma Kirsten Ferguson 
Mohona Roy Ganguly 
Elmer Jonathan Garcia 
Nicole Renee Gaston 
Jordyn Elizabeth Grady 
Skylar Marie Hardt 
Samuel Honig 
Sonia Issa 
Ziyue Jiao 
Hamza Khan 

Gabriel Klinger 
Gwendolyn Grace Krol 
Lizmarie Montemayor Robles 
Aidan O'Connell 
Aishwarya Pathak 
Henry August Paul 
Nicholas Adam Piro 
Samuel Henry Prescott 
Jose Gabriel Reyes Soto 
Jacob Anthony Snelling 
Blake Roger Spradlin 
Wuyang Su 
Myla Yasmene Thomas 
Kourtney Toxey 
Ricardo Daniel Vergel Negron 
Ethan Francis Wechsler 
Kelli Stephanie Williams 
Casimir Charles Wypyski 
Zhiming Xia 
Jasper Pierson Yu 
Kinley Zam 
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MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION/ ATLANTIS PROGRAM 

Akarsh Bhutani 
Sydney King 
Dylan Rainey 
Juliana Tom 

 

MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION/ JURIS DOCTOR 

Trey W. Gates 
Alec M. Savage 

 

M.S. SUSTAINABLE ORGANIZATIONS AND POLICY 

Aleksandar Vasilije Djordjevic 
Katherine Murphy 
Rahul Raja 
Harrison Edmund Vogt 

SOCIAL SCIENCE PROGRAM 

Amy Lutz, Chair 

M.A. SOCIAL SCIENCE 

Helena Vayna 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

Merril Silverstein, Chair 
Yingyi Ma, Graduate Director 

M.A. SOCIOLOGY 

Lauren Eleanor Ashby 
Ashley Marie Bursie 
Anne Nechama Miriam Getz Eidelhoch 
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CERTIFICATES OF ADVANCED STUDY 

 
Civil Society Organizations  
Ricardo Daniel Vergel Negron 
Felisa Priscila Ojadi-Kedigvi  
 
Conflict and Collaboration  
Brian Elliott Black 
Bridget Burkley 
Ariel Camp 
Nazbi Mowla Chowdhury 
Sophia Elizabeth Clinton 
Micah Collins 
Marylou Cox 
Matthew James Fossum 
Elmer Jonathan Garcia 
Charlotte Ann Kettyle 
Molly King 
Raymond Lewis-Samuel 
Lauren Lusher 
Michael James McGrath 
Michelle Mendez-Castro 
Todd M. Mooney 
Damani Sekou Osei 
Troy Patrick 
Heidi K. Perry 
Antokiniaina Randriamanana 
Benjamin Aaron Rosenblatt 
Bryn Mari Saarela 
Thomas Schuyler Schlichter 
Adriana Thalia Simich 
William M. Simurra 
Thomas Tierney 
Sandra Nataly Ruth Gonzales Vega 
Matthew Wasserman 
Tatum White 
Marriler Wilson  
 
Data Analytics for Public Policy  
Salahaldin Abuhamdiya 
Hana Mohammed Alyahya 
Sunghyuk An 
Rishabh Basu 
Benjamin Curtis 
Kyler Dattatraya Deshpande 
Jordyn Elizabeth Grady 
Samuel Honig 
Armita Hooman 
Sonia Issa 
Hamza Khan 
Michelle Mendez-Castro 
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Maria Margarita Musante 
Aishwarya Pathak 
Henry August Paul 
Jared Perez 
Jacob Anthony Snelling 
Kourtney Toxey 
Jasper Pierson Yu  
 
European Union and Contemporary Europe 
Saak Saakian 
 
GIS and Spatial Analysis  
Samuel Jay Dixon Layton  
 
Health Services Administration and Policy  
A. Byers 
Dylan Rainey 
Lizmarie Montemayor Robles 
Ela Rozas 
Kelli Stephanie Williams  
 
Leadership of International & Non-Governmental Organizations  
Zeinabou Baby 
Sonya Day 
Joshua Derek Ecenrode 
Htet Kaung Kyaw 
Hkaw Myaw 
Antokiniaina Randriamanana  
 
Population Health and Aging  
Tori Ann Camille Haywood 
Claire Pendergrast  
 
Postconflict Reconstruction  
Sonya Day 
Kyler Dattatraya Deshpande 
Mohona Roy Ganguly 
Nora O'Connell 
Troy Patrick 
Blake Roger Spradlin  
 
Public Leadership and Management  
Hamzah Al-Kmali 
Zaur Allahverdiyev 
Amir Duric 
Daisuke Hayashi 
Minseok Kang 
Hyeonjee Lee 
Lonia Steve Mwiyeriwa 
Lana Daham Omar 
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Tokiana Rakotonirainy 
Sanam Rasool 
Renzo Torres 
Güler Ünlü 
Fleur Verbiest 
Jüri Vlassov  
 
Security Studies  
Micah Collins 
Christina Lee D'Eredita 
Kyler Dattatraya Deshpande 
Yuriko Fujimoto 
Forrest M. Gatrell 
Skylar Marie Hardt 
Jacob Kokoszka 
Jongjin Lee 
Aidan O'Connell 
Kennia B.  Sandoval 
Jose Gabriel Reyes Soto 
Sophia Kathleen Van Wormer 
Marriler Wilson 
Jakob Zemba  
 
South Asian Studies  
Sophia Kathleen Van Wormer   
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Athenian Oath 

 
WE WILL EVER STRIVE FOR THE IDEALS AND SACRED THINGS OF 

 
THE CITY, BOTH ALONE AND WITH MANY; WE WILL UNCEASINGLY SEEK TO 

QUICKEN THE SENSE OF PUBLIC DUTY; WE WILL REVERE AND OBEY THE CITY’S 

LAW; WE WILL TRANSMIT THIS CITY NOT 

ONLY NOT LESS, BUT GREATER, BETTER AND MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN IT WAS 

TRANSMITTED TO US. 

 
 

From the Oath of the Athenian City-State, inscribed in the lobby of Maxwell 
Hall Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alma Mater 

 
WHERE THE VALE OF ONONDAGA MEETS THE EASTERN SKY. 

PROUDLY STANDS OUR ALMA MATER ON HER HILLTOP HIGH. 

FLAG WE LOVE!  

ORANGE!  

FLOAT FOR AYE, OLD SYRACUSE, O’ER THEE. 

LOYAL BE THY SONS AND DAUGHTERS TO THY MEMORY. 

 
 
 

- Junius W. Stevens, Class of 1895 
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